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1. How the Church Makes Decisions 

The national decision-making body of the United Church is called the General Council. It 

meets every three years. 

• Members are chosen from across Canada by regional councils  

• A Moderator (elected for three years) leads the meeting  

• The General Council receives and decides on proposals (called petitions)  

Important decisions take time. They usually involve: 

• Study and prayer  

• Listening to people across the church  

• Conversations in local communities  

Because of this, church teachings and policies develop gradually over time rather than 

changing quickly. 
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2. Inclusion and Justice for All 

The United Church teaches that: 

• All people are created in God’s image  

• Gender identity and sexual orientation are gifts from God  

• All people are welcome in the life and leadership of the church  

This means: 

• Anyone can be a member  

• Anyone can be considered for ministry (lay or ordained)  

• Discrimination is not accepted  

The church is also clear that inclusion is not just about welcome inside the church—it 

includes working for justice in the wider world.  

Ongoing Growth and Accountability 

The United Church recognizes that it has not always lived up to these values. 

• In 1988, it affirmed that LGBTQ people could be members and ministers  

• In 2000, it rejected its earlier teaching that homosexuality is a sin  

• In 2025, the church formally apologized for harm done to 2S and LGBTQIA+ people 

and committed to ongoing change and justice  

 

3. Families 

The United Church understands that families take many forms. 

Families may include: 

• Couples (same-gender or different-gender)  

• Families with or without children  

• Single-parent or blended families  

• Chosen families  

A family is defined by love, care, and commitment, not by one specific structure. 
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4. Marriage 

The United Church teaches that relationships should be: 

• Faithful  

• Loving  

• Just  

• Life-giving  

Marriage is understood as: 

• A committed relationship between two people  

• Intended to be lifelong  

• Open to people of all gender identities and sexual orientations  

 

5. Same-Gender (Equal) Marriage 

The United Church supports same-gender marriage. 

• In 2003, it called on the Canadian government to recognize equal marriage  

• Today, it affirms marriages between two people regardless of gender  

At the same time: 

• Each local community of faith sets its own marriage policy  

• Ministers are not required to perform marriages that conflict with their conscience  

Many United Church communities across Canada celebrate same-gender marriages. 

 

6. Affirming Ministries 

The United Church encourages communities to become Affirming Ministries through the 

work of Affirm United (affirmunited.com). 

Affirming Ministries: 

• Make a public commitment to inclusion  

• Work to remove barriers (including those related to gender, sexuality, race, ability, 

and more)  

• Continue learning and growing in justice  

Hundreds of communities across Canada have made this commitment.  
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7. 2S and LGBTQIA+ Youth 

The United Church places strong emphasis on the safety and well-being of youth. 

It teaches that: 

• Young people should be able to express their identity safely  

• Schools and communities should be inclusive and free from discrimination  

• Harmful practices like conversion therapy are wrong and have been clearly rejected  

The church continues to speak out publicly to support and protect 2S and LGBTQIA+ youth.  

 

8. Two-Spirit People 

The United Church affirms and supports Two-Spirit people and Indigenous leadership. 

As part of its broader commitment to reconciliation: 

• It works to honour Indigenous knowledge and spirituality  

• It supports justice for Indigenous peoples and communities  

• It recognizes the unique and sacred role of Two-Spirit people  

This is part of the church’s ongoing commitment to Indigenous justice and right 

relationships. 

 

9. Reading the Bible 

The Bible is central to the life of the church. At the same time, the United Church teaches 

that: 

• We all read the Bible from our own life experience and context  

• Understanding can grow over time  

• Interpretation should be guided by love, justice, and respect  

The church is clear that the Bible should never be used to harm or exclude people. 

Instead, it calls people to: 

• Seek God’s love for all people  

• Work for justice in the world  

• Live out faith through compassion and inclusion  
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Final Note 

This summary reflects the current understanding and public commitments of the 

United Church of Canada, including: 

• Full inclusion of people of all gender identities and sexual orientations  

• Active commitment to justice and human rights  

• Ongoing learning, repentance, and growth 

 


