




Year Sexual Orientation and Gender ldentit)! in The United Church of Canada - national highlights 

2011 383 people participate in a series of GLBTT National Consultations which provide opportunities for GLBTT people and allies to help 

shape an open, welcoming and affirming United Church. A report is offered as accountability for the directions of General Council 41 

The work of the Trans/Gender Diversity Task Group comes to an end, having created: web page with recommended resources; 

Facebook page; liturgy; Transgender Kit; Trans 101 workshops; database of speakers; the UCC Trans Network. A final report with 

recommendations is received and work sent to appropriate staff and/or committees for follow-up: options on forms for gender 

2012 identity/pronouns; name/gender changes on historical documents; research health coverage for persons transitioning; and the 

need for a protocol for courts/ ministries whose staff are transitioning. 

The church acknowledges the difference between gender identity and sexual orientation; affirms that gender identity is not a barrier 

to membership and ministry; and requests the General Secretary to update all existing policy statements which refer only to sexual 

orientation by adding and gender identities 

The General Council registration form includes, for the first time, the option for participants to self-identify gender. Acknowledged 

at General Council 41 as a way the church is working to more fully welcome trans people 

At General Council 41, Ruth Woods, a UCC transgender woman/ordained minister, shares her story in a video entitled, Ruth's Sto[}'. 

The Rt. Rev. Ga[}'. Paterson is elected as Moderator - the first oi;;ienl}! ga}! leader of a mainline Christian denomination 

General Council 41 directs the General Secretary to lead the General Council Executive and the General Council Office Staff 

to engage in the Affirming Ministry Program 

2013 For the first time the church supports an LGBTQ refugee 
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